Out of Circulation
Special Collections has several sources for adding to its holdings: gifts (always welcome) and purchase through booksellers or auction are the most obvious. But one source, which costs little and can be quite productive, is transfer from the library's circulating collections. I want to use this SPECIAL COLLECTIONS Flyer to explain the rationale and principles used in deciding what should be transferred from the general collection into the more protected but ad-mittedly somewhat less easily accessible confines of Special Collections. Incidentally, the books depicted in the illus-trations are all ones which used to circulate but now do not.
Transfer from the general collection constitutes in fact an important part of Special Collections' mission to preserve and interpret books of artifactual value. "Artifactual value" includes aspects of the object which a copy or facsimle can-not transmit, and which sometimes have the effect of con-ferring monetary value. What was just another publication a hundred or more years ago may now be an important document for purposes the original writer or publisher could not have imagined.
The library has developed a set of guidelines for transfer, which are based on the date of publication and the nature of the material. These have been used to transfer more than 2500 titles. It is important to understand that these date criteria do not substitute for informed judgement. 4. Any publication with a stated or known edition of 500 or fewer copies. 5. Any publication with a high monetary value on the out-of-print market, and therefore at higher than normal risk of being stolen, coupled with difficulty of replacement.
The illustrations in this issue are of title pages belonging to three books that were transferred from the circulating collection. They are all from the mid-19th century, and are good examples of the elements of a decision to transfer.
On the other side, for example, is the title page of a collection of papers on iron and steel making, published at a time when the development of the industry was in its infancy. The Civil War narrative was published during the conflict, and is an original source document. The Czech translation of Uncle Tom's Cabin, published just a few years after the American original, demonstrates the range of interest in this novel around the world.
Please let us know about books you encounter in the general collection that you think should be transferred. 
